
One Health@Penn Research Community

Julie C. Ellis¹, Hillary Nelson², Brittany Watson³, Stephen Cole¹, Erick Gagne⁴, Sabrina Greening¹, Lisa Murphy¹, 
Brianna Parsons⁴, Laurel Redding⁴, Caroline Sobotyk¹, Elizabeth Woodward⁵, Jenni Punt¹
¹Penn Vet Pathobiology, ²Penn Med Public Health, ³Penn Vet Clinical Studies and Advanced Medicine, ⁴Penn Vet Clinical Studies New Bolton Center, ⁵Penn Vet Biomedical Sciences

The growing recognition that human, animal, and environmental health are intimately connected (One Health) has led to a global understanding that an interdisciplinary, multisectoral approach is 
crucial if we are to address global concerns including agricultural sustainability, food security, emerging zoonoses, natural and anthropogenic disasters, biodiversity loss, and antimicrobial resistance. 
With its diverse schools and scholars in one geographic area, The University of Pennsylvania is uniquely positioned to train leaders in One Health. We have been funded this year by Penn’s 
Environmental Innovations Initiative to engage a broad community of students and scholars committed to interdisciplinary problem-solving – the One Health@Penn Research Community.  We have 
focused the first series of One Health@Penn initiatives on challenges raised by our rapidly changing climate and describe below the efforts that we have launched this year.

One of our long-term goals in establishing the Penn-wide One Health research community is to lay 

the groundwork for an NSF Research Traineeship (NRT) grant to develop a multi-disciplinary 

(Natural Science, Social Science, and Humanities)  One Health@Penn Fellowship training program.

The RiP/WiP will launch in October with a focus on the impact of climate change on the health 

and welfare of humans, animals and our shared environment. Faculty and scholars from each of 

Penn’s twelve schools will share their expertise and ideas to an open audience. Participants 

brainstormed in an interdisciplinary problem-solving session at a recent kick-off event.

ONE HEALTH IN ACTION SEMINAR SERIES Research/Work in Progress SEMINAR SERIES FACULTY-STUDENT COLLABORATIONS

One Health@Penn website

In collaboration with our Director of Instructional Design and Online 

Learning,  May Truong, PennVet and PennMed students have started 

a website to:

1. Describe One Health related events on campus

2. Highlight One Health related research

3. Connect visitors to One Health online educational resources

Dr. Scott Weese is a veterinary 
internal medicine specialist and 

the chief of infection control at U 
of G’s Ontario Veterinary College.

He is an expert in infectious 
and parasitic animal disease, 
including rabies, tick-borne 

diseases, antimicrobial resistance, 
and emerging diseases – and hosts 

the popular blog, Worms and 
Germs

One Health @Penn 

Research Storyboards  

In collaboration with Dr. Laurel 

Redding, students are 

interviewing scholars at Penn and 

developing ‘storyboards’ of One 

Health related research that is 

accessible to all website visitors.

Future Seminar  - Dr. Scott Weese
Time and title TBA

VMD students Purva Nagarajan, Samantha Lackeyram-Owen, Jamie Burke
and Liana DeNino have taken the lead.

Climate and One Health graduate course

Drs. Elizabeth Woodward,  Hillary Nelson and Erick Gagne have 

been working with VMD/MES student Lindsay Dwyer and 

VMD/MPH student Kitty McGuire to develop a Climate and One 

Health course. Drs. Woodward and Nelson have enrolled in Penn’s 

Certificate in Climate Change to gain expertise and perspective.
We are grateful for the support of Dr. Andy Hoffman, Dean of the University of Pennsylvania’s 

School of Veterinary Medicine, who has  matched the funds provided by the EII.
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